Diskuse k nanotechnologiím na EUROSHNET


	Subject: NANOTECHNOLOGY AND NANOMATERIALS
		Date: 2007-11-23   


	

	Attached the Mandate M 409 of the  European Commission adressed to CEN, CENELEC and ETSI for the elaboration of standards on nanotechnology and nanomaterials taking also into account  the related risks.  


	Subject: [1] 
Re: NANOTECHNOLOGY AND NANOMATERIALS
		Date: 2007-11-26   


	

	From OSH point of view the second paragraph of chapter 3 is interesting. The mandate explicitly draws the attention to CWAs and similar (fast) standardization products:

"In order to respond rapidly to the different activities in this very fast moving area, optimal and effective consideration should be made of the so called ‘CEN/CENELEC workshop agreements’ and other similar documents."

Such standardization products should used only for non-safety related things. In contrast to standards the fast products are limited in integration of all relevant parties in the committee, the public enquiry is limited and the consensus building process may differ too.

We should check that only standards are used to describe OSH issues in the field of nanotechnology. As far as I know the committees dealing with nanotechnology do not use fast products up to now (at least not for OSH matters).


	Subject: [2] 
Re: NANOTECHNOLOGY AND NANOMATERIALS
		Date: 2008-04-27


	

	On 2007-09-07 CEN/BT accepted EU mandate M409 –addressed to CEN, CENELEC and ETSI for the elaboration of a programme of standards to take into account the specific properties of nanotechnology and nanomaterials – (Resolution BT C 52/2007).  In particular, M/409 requested the three ESOs to provide a report identifying: - the programme of standardization items relevant to nanotechnologies. A group of experts within CEN/TC 352 has prepared the attached report that was adopted by CEN/TC 352 at its meeting held in Brussels on April 18 2008. This report after circulation within all CEN members will be sent officially to the EU Commission bt the end of May. See in particular clause 4.3 "Standards supporting health, worker and environmental safety".


	Subject: [3] 
Re: Nanoparticles – exposure limits in standards
		Date: 2009-02-27


	

	As you know, standardization is working in the field of nanotechnology too.

Important for OSH-experts is the fact, that ISO/TC 229, is developing a number of documents in the area of the safety and health of workers at the workplace.

(For whole work programme of TC229 see http://www.iso.org/iso/iso_catalogue/catalogue_tc/
catalogue_tc_browse.htm?commid=381983&development=on)
The approved work item ISO/AWI TS 12901-1, for instance, is based on the published document of BSI PD 6699-2:2007 “Nanotechnologies –Part 2: Guide to safe handling and disposal of manufactured nanomaterials”. This document contains in clause 8.3 so-called cautious levels for exposure to nanoparticles. The document can be downloaded free of charge via http://www.bsi-global.com/en/Standards-and-Publications/Industry-Sectors/Nanotechnologies/PD-6699-2/Download-PD6699-2-2007/. (The site requires some data like your name and email-address etc.)

In Germany we have some concerns over publishing exposure levels in standardization documents. We are interested in learning the situation in other countries:
1. Are there regulations or guidelines for users concerning nanoparticles in your country 
(on safe handling, use, disposal, exposure limits etc.)?
2. What do you think about exposure limits provided via standards?
3. Are you active in standardization work (national, European, international)?

Thanks a lot for your support!


	Subject: [4] 
Re: NANOTECHNOLOGY AND NANOMATERIALS
		Date: 2009-03-17   


	

	Nowadays, there is no specific regulation on nanoparticles in France. Nevertheless, the French government proposed new legislation which if it enacted would, for the first time in the EU, start to regulate the manufacture, import or marketing of nanoparticles.  If the proposed legislation is adopted, it will create many challenges for corporations, regulators and the French government, as well as potentially raise questions of compatibility of the legislation with EU law. The French Proposals form part of a very broad environment project referred to as the Grenelle project, which was launched in 2007.  The project splits into two proposed laws, Grenelle 1 and 2.  Grenelle 1 has completed its first reading and is currently before the National Assembly for its second reading.  It is intended to establish the general principles, whilst Grenelle 2 is intended to provide details. Article 37 of Grenelle 1 currently includes the following principle : "The State sets itself the goal that, within two years after the law is adopted, the manufacture, importation, or marketing of nanoparticle substances or organisms containing nanoparticles or the product of nanotechnology will become the object of obligatory declaration, notably on quantities and uses, to the administrative authority as well as information to the public and to consumers."

Good practices guides to safe handling and disposal of engineered nanoparticleswere published in France by AFFSET (French Agency for Environmental and Occupational Health Safety) and by INRS:
· Les nanomatériaux : sécurité au travail, AFSSET, 2008.

· Les nanomatériaux, dossier internet, INRS, 2007 (www.inrs.fr/dossiers/nanomateriaux.html).

· Filtration des nanoparticules : un problème de taille ?, ND 2288, INRS, 2008.

· Les nanotubes de carbone : quels risques, quelle prévention ?, ND 2286, INRS, 2008.

· Production et utilisation industrielle des particules nanostructurées, ND 2277, INRS, 2007.

· Particules ultra-fines et santé au travail. 1-Caractéristiques et effets potentiels sur la santé & 2-Sources et caractérisation de l’exposition, ND 2227 & ND 2228, INRS, 2005.

There is no occupational exposure limit value proposed in these guides.

We have, also, some concerns over publishing occupational exposure limit values in standardization documents. Besides, the occupational exposure limit values proposed by BSI are not discussed or argued in the document PD 6699-2:2007.

I represent INRS at the AFNOR X 457 technical committee on nanotechnologies which is the French mirror structure of the international committee ISO/TC 229 and the European committee CEN/TC 352.
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